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· Gathering and Prayer
Today’s lectionary readings in worship are 1 Samuel 3:1-10 and John 1:43-51. Both of these scripture lessons are call narratives. We have all been called by God to minister to the world and share the good news of Christ. 


· Scripture Sentence

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-12


· Sharing your story
Do you have a call narrative?

Do you remember a specific time God called you to use your gifts? In what way?

· Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

Matthew 12:46-50

Luke 24:44-53

1 Timothy 3:1-13

John 12:20-36

Matthew 7:21-28


· Scripture Reflection
What words, phrase, or ideas stuck out to you?

In what ways do these scripture readings challenge you in the present?

In what ways do these scripture readings affirm your lifestyle?

· Wesleyan Readings
· When people joined together, simply to help each other to heaven, increased by hundreds and thousands, still they had no more thought of leaving the Church than leaving the kingdom. Nay, I continually and earnestly cautioned them against it; reminding them that we were a part of the Church of England, whom God had raised up, not only to save our own souls, but to enliven our neighbors…” (Father Thoughts on Separation from the Church, Vol. 13)

· We proceed now to the second point. What is it to "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called?"  It should always be remembered that the word walk, in the language of the Apostle, is of a very extensive signification. It includes all our inward and outward motions; all our thoughts, and words, and actions. It takes in, not only everything we do, but everything we either speak or think. It is, therefore, no small thing "to walk," in this sense of the word, "worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called;" to think, speak, and act, in every instance in a manner worthy of our Christian calling. (Of the Church)

·  The Second thing implied in the being altogether a Christian is, the love of our neighbor. For thus said our Lord in the following words, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." If any man ask, "Who is my neighbor?" we reply, Every man and woman in the world; every child of his who is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. Nor may we in any wise except our enemies or the enemies of God and their own souls. But every Christian loveth these also as himself, yea, "as Christ loved us." (The Almost Christian)

·  I am distressed. I know not what to do. I see what I might have done once. I might have said peremptorily and expressly, Here I am: I and my Bible. I will not, I dare not, vary from this book, either in great things or small. I have no power to dispense with one jot or tittle what is contained therein. I am determined to be a Bible Christian, not almost, but altogether. Who will meet me on this ground? Join me on this, or not at all…  Indeed the work of God does go on, and in a surprising manner, notwithstanding this capital defect; but it cannot go on in the same degree as it otherwise would; neither can the word of God have its full effect, unless the hearers of it "deny themselves, and take up their cross daily (Causes of the Inefficacy of Christianity)
· Insights and Discussion
What really struck you about Wesley’s writings?

Did you learn anything new? Does any particular phrase, word, or idea pique your interest?

Have you witnessed any lay people in our church answering the call to the ministry of all people really well?

In what ways is our church equipping and nurturing people to go out from our four walls to minister to the world?

How are you participating in our church’s lay ministry?


· Closing Thought

“The general ministry of all Christians in Christ’s name is both a gift and a task. The gift is
 unmerited grace; the task is unstinting service” (BOD ¶106)

Have you received the gift? If so, how are you living into the task to which we have all been

called?
